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benefits to its members. LIS 
GSA is perfect for working 
with the department. ALA and 
SLA are ways to focus on 
professional development. If 
you want to see a change in 
your department, to make 
your voice heard—to think 
globally and to act locally—
join a student organization. 
Become involved. Own your 
time here and make your 
mark on UB.  

By Ellie Jones 

This month’s rather belated 
issue (yes, yes, I take all 
blame!) focuses on the excit-
ing things that the student 
organizations have been do-
ing this semester and upcom-
ing events (check out the 
busy November calendar for 
an idea of what’s in store for 
both Buffalo and Rochester 
students).  This month also 
features the two more faculty 
profiles—Drs. Kay Bishop and 
Melanie Kimball. 

ISBN began something new 
as well. We began soliciting 
student opinion articles and 
two students admirably 
stepped up. Anna Gossin’s 
comedic piece describes the 
lounge in pitch perfect tones; 
Daniel Martin reminds us that 
being a librarian requires 

more than just cataloging our 
mediums, but thinking about 
them, preserving them. We 
are open for submissions from 
students for next month’s 
newsletter. All items are due 
November 21st. 

Finally, the upcoming election 
should remind us all that we 
are part of a community larger 
than our circles of friends and 
family. Here at ISBN we strive 
to bring the news from differ-
ent organizations together to 
efficiently inform students of 
events and programs.  

But, in some sense, we are 
also advocating that students 
get involved. DLIS is your 
community and how much 
you take from this program 
depends on how much you 
become involved. Each stu-
dent group offers different  
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By Sarah Kelly  
 
The semester is in full swing, 
and so are the activities in UB 
ALA.  Our bake sale was a hit, 
and those who attended the 
Wine Soiree had a great time.  
The UB ALA website is still listed 
as under construction, so con-
tinue to check out our Word 
Press blog at ubstuden-
tala.wordpress.com.  Also, re-
member the Bobinksi lecture, 
Life, Liberty, and Libraries in 

Iraq, will be held at the Buffalo 
and Erie County Historical Soci-
ety on November 10th.  There 
will be a reception at 6:00 with 
the lecture to follow from 7:30 - 
8:30. 

This holiday season 
please remember that we are 
doing a book drive for those who 
need something to read.  Most of 
us can go to the bookstore or the 
library when we want something 
to read, but there are those who 
can’t and UB ALA is seeking to 

help them.  So, as you’re clean-
ing out and getting rid of old 
textbooks and novels, drop them 
off in the various book donation 
boxes that you’ll see around the 
department.  Also, when you go 
home for the holidays, ask your 
family and friends if they have 
anything they would like to do-
nate.  The more that we can 
gather, the more enjoyable 
someone’s holiday will be. 
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What putting together a newsletter 
looks like—according to MS Pub-
lisher.  



By Ellie Jones 

    LIS-GSA will be co-
sponsoring the upcoming 
George Bobinski lecture on 
November 10th. The lecture 
will be held at Buffalo and 
Erie County Historical Society 
and will feature Michele 
Cloonan's work on Iraqi librar-
ies. 

   Prior to the Bobinski lecture 
will be another lecture. On 
the same day, but different 
time and place. In Baldy 553, 
Dr. Sidney Berger will be 
giving a lecture on being a 
rare books librarian in a digi-

tal information world. This 
lecture is also free and open 
to students.  

    On a more social note, LIS 
GSA wants to kick it old 
school. As in, elementary 
school. That's right, we are 
holding our ever successful 
Game Night! (Historians, 
ignore the fact that it is our 
first Game Night) At a loca-
tion yet to be determined, LIS 
GSA will host a lovely eve-
ning of fun games. We might 
even purchase pizza and 
pop. Euchre, Monopoly, 
Risk—bring your own game 
for a relaxing night…of hu-

miliation and defeat. 

     In more humanitarian 
news, LIS GSA is sponsoring 
a canned drive for City Mis-
sion. A box for dropping off 
items to be collected at a 
later date is located in the 
Student Lounge. 

   And for you Rochester 
folks, a Rochester Happy 
Hour is being planned for 
November. 

     In all cases, keep an eye 
on the list serv for more infor-
mation!  

G a m e  N i g h t  t o  b e  a  B i g  H i t  f o r  L I S  G S A   

 S L A B  V i s i t s  T o r o n t o  L i b r a r i e s ,  L u n c h e s  w i t h  a  P r e s i d e n t  

having a strong knowledge base in 
library and information science the-
ory. He spoke about his current pro-
jects and trends in information sci-
ence before leading the students 
through an underground labyrinth of 
tunnels and subways that ended at 
the University of Toronto campus.  

    Finally, at the Thomas Fisher 
Rare Books Room, the group was 
able to see and touch cuneiform, a 
Gutenberg dictionary, a first edition 
copy of Alice in Wonderland, and 
one of the first printed folios of the 
complete works of William Shake-
speare. Students remarked that it 
was an amazing experience to look 
at these rare books and to learn how 
they are created and how they are 
maintained today.  

  Overall, the trip was a great experi-
ence for library school students to 
learn how to preserve the past and 
to tackle the future issues of library 
and information management.  

By Marisa Dabney 

   On Friday, October 24th, Spe-
cial Libraries Assocation at Buf-
falo (formerly known as UB SLA, 
now known as SLAB) visited the 
CBC Broadcast Library and the 
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Li-
brary in Toronto, Ontario. The 
group also had lunch with current 
SLA president, Stephen Abram.  

  At the CBC, SLAB was shown 
the reference library used by 
CBC news producers as well as 
the extensive visual library. The 
librarians leading the tour 
stressed that technology is ever 
changing and librarians should 
be constantly prepared to learn 
and create new databases sys-
tems. They should also have a 
strong foundation in cataloging 
theory. 

    The group also had lunch with 
Stephen Abram. He advised the 
group again of the importance of 
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A game night, not being sponsored by 
LIS GSA but similar to the one LIS 
GSA plans on holding.  

“The group was able to see 

and touch cuneiform, a 

Gutenberg dictionary, a 

first edition copy of Alice in 

Wonderland…” 

 

In other SLAB news, we will be 
hosting a 23 Things type event on 
Saturday, November 8th from 
1pm to 5pm in the Lab. 23 Things 
is an initiative started by Abram to 
educate librarians about web 2.0 
technologies. We will be creating 
wikis, blogspaces and podcasts 
together.    

    SLAB will also be holding a 
meeting November 13th at 5pm, 
at an as yet undetermined loca-
tion. Presidential and vice presi-
dential nominations will be held 
and possibly voted upon.  



By Kelly Kroese  

   SLAWNY’s next gathering 
will be Thursday, November 
6, 2008. It will be a walking 
tour, starting at 4:30pm at 
The Hull House, 5976 Gene-
see Street, Lancaster 14086. 
Built by Revolutionary War 
veteran Warren Hull, the 
c.1810 Hull House is the old-
est surviving stone dwelling in 
Erie County and was used as 
a place of refuge for citizens 
of Buffalo fleeing the village 
as it was being burned by the 
British in Dec. 1813.  Come 
tour this great historical land-
mark. http://www.landmark-
niagara.org/hull/int/

index.html. 

   SLAWNY members will 
also be assisting UB ALA in 
their book drive for charity. 
Local SLMS will be donating 
from their personal stashes 
and assisting us in the collec-
tion of the books through their 
ILL. UB ALA is very grateful 
for their support and assis-
tance 

  SLAWNY would like more 
student involvement in their 
networks, committees and 
events. They still need a lot of 
help with the planning of their 
spring professional confer-
ence, “Spring Sharing,” which 

will be held in March. All stu-
dents should also plan on 
attending the event, as there 
are many interesting and 
informative sessions to ex-
perience. 

  There are currently only 10 
Student members of 
SLAWNY, which is com-
pletely ludicrous. All of us in 
the Buffalo area should have 
memberships in order to build 
our networks and have ac-
cess to “insider information.” 
There is rolling acceptance of 
membership fees so you can 
join at any time. The sooner 
the better!  

By Jeremy Crawford 

   The 12th annual Rochester 
Children’s Book festival is 
coming on November 8th from 
10 to 4. The festival is located 
at Monroe Community Col-
lege’s Brighton campus and 
admission is free.  

   You might want to bring 
some money though as there 
will be over forty authors and 

illustrators there to sign cop-
ies of their work.  

   Not interested in auto-
graphs? Come to see story-
tellers and picture book read-
ings. Bring your kids or par-
ticipate yourself as the festi-
val staff run craft sessions 
and workshops aimed at kids 
from kindergarten to sixth 
grade. If you feel a little too 
old to participate with the little 

S L A W N Y  P l a n s  T o u r  o f  H u l l  H o u s e ,  E n c o u r a g e s  I n v o l v e m e n t   

B o o k s  B r i n g  P e o p l e  T o g e t h e r  i n  R o c h e s t e r   

   There will also be several 
exciting opportunities to 
meet some famous authors 
and illustrators in Novem-
ber.  As a special preview to 
the Rochester Children's 
Book Festival, members of 
RASL have been invited to 
the Rochester Area Chil-
dren's Writers and Illustra-
tors' meeting on Thursday, 
November 6 at the Pittsford 
Barnes & Noble from 7 to 9 
pm. Come on out and 
spend some time with some 
of the coolest people in the 

book world!  Check back on 
the blog for more informa-
tion about upcoming meet-
ings and workshops in the 
Rochester area. 

 

The RASL blog is 
rasl.wikispaces.com. You 
can also contact the RASL 
president at                    
bonnie_kay@ 

fairport.monroe.edu.    

   

  By Elizabeth Kwiatkowski 
   Rochester Area School 
Librarians held their first 
meeting this week to talk 
about popular books, meth-
ods of book selection, and 
how to get students in-
volved in book groups.  
Membership is $10 for stu-
dents and a great opportu-
nity for networking with fel-
low librarians.  More events 
are being planned, so check 
out the website at 
rasl.wikispaces.com.   

“As a special 
preview, 
members of 
RASL have 
been invited to 
a Rochester 
area 
Children’s 
Writers and 
Illustrators 
meeting” 
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ones, then take part in the 
teen/tween activities.  

   Seneca Park Zoo will also 
be there with their book and 
beast program. Hope to see 
you there and for additional 
information and the author/
illustrator list visit: http://
www.rochesterchildrensbookf
estival.org/ 

SLAWNY will be touring the Hull 
House on November 6th.  

Rochester Continues Annual Children’s Book Festival Tradition 
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By Anna Gossin 

   The second I walked into 
the new lounge, I could smell 
it. All the books on the shelf 
hadn’t been looked at in 
years, but were too entertain-
ing to pass up. How was it 
that a lounge for library sci-
ence students was full of 
outdated information? 

    After wondering why we 
were lucky enough to receive 
this haul, I figured that there 
had to be a bright spot. Luck-
ily, it was being able to read 
books aloud. Yes, there is a 
difference between this and 
reading silently. It’s all about 
delivery. No one’s going to 
appreciate a drab voice dron-
ing on and on about projec-
tions for 1980 and beyond 
(which, according to the 

lounge collection, are un-
clear). 

   If you’re going to read from 
the UB Alumni Directory of 
1992, you better use an offi-
cial voice. Otherwise, no 
one’s going to believe it when 
you read contact information 
for your father where’s list at 
a job (that he quit in 1993) 
and an address (that we left 
in 1996) that are unintention-
ally hilarious. By the way, that 
book ended up being a huge 
hit at our house. 

   So what are we to do with a 
collection that was weeded 
and repurposed? I think I’d 
rather do work with a book 
that tells me that 1980 and 
beyond are clear and have 
already happened.  

 But I would rather perform a 
reading from our haul. What’s 
the good of a giant pile of 
books if we can’t get some-
thing useful out of them? Yes, 
weeding is necessary for 
collection development, the 
good of the library, blah blah 
bookcakes. It’s also great for 
a makeshift DLIS acting 
class. My solution is a new 
series: Lounge Dramatic 
Monologue Series, to be held 
whenever there’s a crowd in 
the lounge. Walk-ins wel-
come.  

Weed Me, Seymour 

D r .  M e l a n i e  K i m b a l l  U s e s  M e d i a  t o  E x p a n d  H e r  R e s e a r c h   

   Kimball also enjoys teaching 
researching storytelling in all its 
formats--the oral tradition, litera-
ture, and other media.  "I enjoy 
epic stories such as The Lord of 
the Rings, both the books and 
the movies.  That carries over to 
my TV viewing of shows like 
Heroes, Lost and Battlestar Ga-
lactica and, in the past, Babylon 
5, Firefly, Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer and Angel."  (Geek?  You 
bet!)  

    Melanie Kimball originally 
hails from Michigan, so living in 
a Great Lakes region that bor-
ders on Canada makes her feel 
right at home.  Kimball holds a 
Master of Music degree from 
the University of Michigan, as 
well as an M.S. and Ph.D. in 
Library and Information Sci-
ence, both from the University 
of Illinois.  She enjoys both 
teaching and doing research on 
public library services to youth 
and literature for youth.   

“How was it 
that a lounge 
for library 
science 
students was 
full of 
outdated 
information?” 

Page 4 U B  D L I S  I S B N   

Dr. Kay Bishop Continues Peace Corp Involvement  

   One of my most memorable life 
experiences was serving as a 
volunteer in the Peace Corps 
over 40 years ago in a small 
village in Nepal. I stay active in 
Returned Peace Corps Volunteer 
groups, and recently I attended a 
reunion in Boulder Colorado with 
several persons from my Nepal III 
group, including a couple of peo-

ple who went on to be ambassa-
dors.   

    Some of my favorite activities 
include reading, going to the 
movies, spending time with my 
family, (I have three very active, 
but delightful grandchildren), and 
teaching classes.  This past year 
I began developing and teaching 
online courses and am enjoying 

that much more than I originally 
thought I would.  

   I have lived in Nepal, Ger-
many, and Switzerland and 
traveled fairly extensively out-
side the U.S.  I am currently 
living in Hyattsville, Maryland, 
but “home” for me is the Florida 
Gulfcoast--the most beautiful 
beaches in the world. 

 Watching television also 
gives her a chance to indulge 
another hobby: knitting. 

Dr. Kimball will be joining the 
Graduate Faculty of Library 
and Information Science at 
Simmons College this Janu-
ary. We here at DLIS ISBN 
offer her our congratulations 
and wish her the best of luck.  



Moore’s Law and the increas-
ing complexity of technology 
and data storage, we librarians 
are presented with a number of 
issues regarding the preserva-
tion of information. With the 
current scope of compact disc 
technology, data can only be 
stored for twenty years before 
needing to be copied again. 
This does not acknowledge the 
volatility of certain mediums; a 
few small scratches can make 
a CD’s data completely inac-
cessible.  

By Daniel Martin  

   One of the most important issues in 
the field of Library and Information 
Science today is data storage, be it 
digital or otherwise, and the impact 
technological advances have made 
within the field. While this century has 
seen more data recorded than any 
other, we have also lost more informa-
tion due to information storage meth-
ods that soon become obsolete, with 
few allowances made for transfering of 
data from medium to medium.  

   Alexander Stille writes in his work 
The Future of the Past that with 

    In addition, since we have 
advanced so far technologically 
in a short amount of time, much 
of the data recorded on older 
storage formats is now obso-
lete or inaccessible. For exam-
ple, the Dictaphone , precursor 
to the phonograph and record 
player, employed wax cylinders 
to record information, as well 
as plastic belts and metal wire.  

   It should be noted that while 
modern methods are more 
efficient and less esoteric, 
many older recordings are 
falling into a state of disrepair, 

F o c u s  o n  I s s u e s :  D a t a  S t o r a g e  D i l e m m a s   

NOVEMBER 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 LIS GSA Meet-
ing 5:15pm/   ALA 
job relocation 4-
5pm Baldy 553  

4 Election Day! 
Remember to 
vote!  

5 6 SLAWNY 
Meeting 4:30 
Hull House  

7 8 SLAB 23 Things 
1-5pm Lab/    
Children’s Book 
Festival 

9 10 Berger 
and Bobinski 
Lectures   

11 12 13 SLAB 
Meeting 5:15 pm 

14 15 GSE HIRE 
conference  

16 17   LIS GSA 
Meeting 5:15pm / 
ALA meeting 
4:30pm 

18 19 20 21 22 LIS GSA 
Game Night  

23 24 25 26 Fall Break  
No Classes  

27 
Thanksgiving!  

28 29 

30 Thus begins 
the last week of 
classes…... 

      

and in a number of cases, we no 
longer possess the technology to 
salvage these recordings let alone 
transfer them to a digital or elec-
tronic format. While technology is 
undoubtedly the wave of the future, 
unless an effort is made to collect, 
transfer and preserve this informa-
tion, we will simply contribute to the 
trend of equivalent gains and losses 
in data storage that have defined 
the previous century. 

Want to respond? Check out this 
article (and any article) on ub-
dlisisbn.wordpress.com and leave 
your thoughts!  
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